Water Is Life: A Call to Support Women,
Water, and Mother Earth

Water is truly amazing. Water sustains our planet. Without water, there would be no life.

We invite men to make a $20 donation in support of clean, healthy, pollution-free water and the
well-being of women. This simple gift is an expression of solidarity with women, water, and
Mother Earth. We also invite you to join us in this sacred experience of Indigenous ceremony,
prayer, healing, and celebration.

We are all connected. Like strands in the web of life, every plant, animal, and living being
depends upon one another for survival. When we care for water, we care for all life. This is why
we are asking for your support.

Water and Women: A Sacred Connection

Water and women are inseparably connected. Each of us entered this world through the
breaking of our mother’s waters. That life-giving water nurtured us before birth and welcomed us
into this physical world.

Across cultures and generations, women have carried, protected, and cared for water. In many
Indigenous traditions, women are honored as the primary protectors of water because they
understand water’s sacred role in sustaining life.

Today, many women continue to experience physical, emotional, spiritual, and psychological
challenges caused by abuse, neglect, oppression, and poverty. As mothers, partners,
caregivers, leaders, and providers, women play a vital role in the health and well-being of
families, communities, and nations. Supporting women is an investment in future generations.

A Call to Men: Protectors and Allies

As men, we understand the responsibility to provide and protect. Water touches every part of
our daily lives—from the water we drink, the food we grow and prepare, and the health of our
families, to the rivers, lakes, and lands that sustain our communities.

By supporting this effort, you are helping protect one of our most precious resources while
standing alongside women in their sacred work of healing, nurturing, and sustaining life.Your
$20 donation will support the Women and Water Indigenous International Clean Water
Summit, to be held September 23-27, 2026, on the Lac Courte Oreilles Indian Reservation
near Hayward, Wisconsin.



The Summit seeks to gather 5,000 women from all nations, supported by men, for healing,
prayer, education, and action on behalf of clean water and healthy communities.

A Sacred Journey for Water

The Summit will be preceded by Grandmothers’ Rise for Women and Water: A Walk for
Water, a sacred journey led by women of all nations and supported by men. (Visit
www.visioningbear.org.)

The Water Walk will begin in Passamaquoddy, Maine, and conclude on the lands of the Lac
Courte Oreilles Band of Lake Superior Ojibway Indians in northern Wisconsin.

During the Summit, participants will celebrate the arrival of the Water Walkers on Wednesday,
September 23, followed by four days of healing, prayer, teaching, and ceremony.

Invited spiritual leaders, healers, educators, and advocates include:

Chief Arvol Looking Horse, Keeper of the Sacred White Buffalo Calf Woman Pipe
Chief Oren Lyons, Faithkeeper of the Onondaga Nation and longtime advocate for
Mother Earth

e Dr. Carol Hopkins of the Lenape Nation of Canada, guiding healing sessions focused on
recovery and wellness

e Woman Stands Shining — Pat McCabe, international speaker for thriving life, light, and
love
Dr. Lyla June, Indigenous scholar, musician, poet, and community organizer
Mildred (Tinker) Schuman, Indigenous author, poet, artist, traditional healer, and
speaker

e Michelle Schenandoah, inspirational speaker, writer, filmmaker, and founder of
Rematriated Voices
James Vukelich, Indigenous author and teacher
Wanda Baxter: Spiritual leader

Standing Together for Water and Future Generations

Our goal is to receive a $20 donation from 50,000 men as a visible sign of support for women,
water, and Mother Earth.

These donations will help provide scholarships and travel assistance, lodging, meals, and
facilities for participants who otherwise may not have the opportunity to attend this unique and
sacred gathering.

To make your donation and register, please visit:

www.spiritofthewater.org A secure link is available for PayPal and credit card donations.
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Checks may be made payable to:

Abiinooji Aki, Inc.
P.O. Box 444
Hayward, WI 54843

Voices of Transformation

For the past ten years, women have gathered through the Women and Water Coming Together
Symposium. Participants have shared how this sacred gathering has transformed their lives,
deepened their relationship with water, and strengthened their commitment to healing and
protecting Mother Earth.

“The healing, the medicine here is more than | expected. It is on a whole other level
of spirituality and healing that | never knew was possible. It changed my life.”
— Mollea Greylord, participant and committee member

“The space inside that Lodge is one of the most incredible spaces I've ever
experienced. So much power, so much love, so much positivity, so much
dedication, so much resolve.”

— Dr. Patty Lowe, author, professor, and filmmaker

“The teachings here can be applied in so many ways. For me, it really taps into my
social justice work, my activism, and feeding my Spirit.”

— Sister Barbara Battista, Sisters of Providence of Saint Mary-of-the-Woods,
participant

“Come to learn, come to be inspired, and trust that Creator is going to give you a
message here because it’'s safe here. Everyone is praying here for the betterment
of water and our people.”

— Dr. Lyla June, musician, poet, scientist

“We now have to raise our voices. We have to be warriors for the water. We have to
be water protectors.”
— Misty Jackson, author, educator, scientist

“We have to bring home the message of how important it is to take care of the
waters, take care of Mother Earth.”
— Josephine Mandamin-iban, co-founder of the Mother Earth Water Walkers

“There was just something so profoundly powerful about being surrounded by all of
these women—Indigenous Grandmothers and people from all different
backgrounds who are really working from a place of just trying to do what'’s right.”
— Bridget Quinn, writer, activist, participant



“It has been so transformative for me. If you’re thinking that you are not sure you're
going to go, just do it. It is well worth your while.”
— Betsy Larson, participant

Water is life. Water connects us all. Together, we can honor water, support women, and
protect Mother Earth for generations to come.



